
Q&A               
 

1 

 

St. Paul’s Burrard Entrance Upgrade Project 

 
What is happening at the Burrard Street entrance? 
 
The Burrard Street entrance will be closed for approximately two months due to a revitalization 
project. The revitalization will include hard and soft landscaping (concrete, sidewalks, plants) to 
create a better defined, friendlier main entrance to St. Paul’s with a ramp for improved wheelchair 
and stroller navigation and a wider pathway for easier access for our patients, families, staff and 
the public. In addition it will address some health and safety concerns.  
 

 
How will access to the hospital be affected during the renovation? 
 
The Burrard Street entrance will be closed to all traffic for the duration of the revitalization project. 
Access to the Burrard building will be via the Comox St entrance. Signage will guide traffic to this 
entrance and volunteers will be on hand to direct the public.  
 
The fire exit plan for the Burrard building will temporarily change while the Burrard entrance is 
closed. Paladin Security has been tasked with notifying all Burrard building occupants of the new 
route. Please see attached fire exit plan document for more information.  
 
We anticipate some temporary closures of the entire Burrard Street sidewalk from the Emergency 
Dept / Helmcken to the south loading lane in order to load out concrete demolition and excavated 
material. These closures will not impact ambulance access to the hospital and will be 
communicated well in advance. Signage will be in place to redirect traffic.  
 

 
Who is paying for this? 
 
The project is being funded entirely by St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation as one of the projects 
supported by the donor community. A component of this project is the building of foundational 
scaffolding for the Foundation’s annual Lights of Hope celebration and fundraiser in support of the 
greatest needs at St. Paul’s Hospital. This addition will mean hours of decreased work for 
volunteers and staff, and also less wear and tear on the green space in front of the hospital. 

 

 

Why are we doing this renovation when the hospital is moving to a new 
site? 
 
St. Paul’s will continue to be at this site for another 7-8 years. In the interim, our focus remains on 
our patients and our desire to continue to deliver a top quality experience, which means that 
modest upgrades and renovations will need to be made to maintain the hospital’s function and 
accessibility.  In addition to addressing some health and safety concerns that currently exist. 
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What will the renovated front entrance look like? What’s being removed 
and what is staying?  
 
All bushes, plants and trees will be removed, except for the tree grown from a seed of the Tree of 
Hippocrates, which will remain untouched.  
 
The revitalization will include hard and soft landscaping (concrete, sidewalks, plants) to create a 
better defined, friendlier main entrance to St. Paul’s with a ramp for improved wheelchair and 
stroller navigation and a wider pathway for easier access for our patients, families, staff and the 
public. In addition it will address some health and safety concerns.  
 
Aerial rendering of entrance renovation: 

 
 
 


