
 
RISKY CHOICES – RISKY BEHAVIOURS – Providence Health Care Annual Health Ethics Conference 

Risky Choices – Risky 
Behaviours 

Some of the risky situations that can cause 
moral distress for health care providers: 
- Eating at-risks 
- Leaving the hospital against medical advice 
- Consuming addictive substances and 
- Refusing long-term care placement 

In this interactive conference we will discuss: 
- Should health care providers “respect” patients’ 
and residents’ decisions to engage in risky 
behaviours? 
- In the age of patient autonomy, should 
professionals advance patients’ clinical interests 
against their wishes? 
- What are the individual and social contributors to 
such “risky” behaviours? 
- What are various barriers in promoting patient 
safety? 

AGENDA 
8:30-9:00 Breakfast and Registration 

9:00-9:15 Opening Remarks & Reflection 
Dianne Doyle, President/CEO 

9:15-9:45 Working with “Risk-Takers”: Ethical 
Overview 
Anita Ho, PhD 

9:45-10:45 Risky Choices in Hospital Setting - 
Dave Unger, MD; Annemarie Kaan, 
MCN, RN 

10:45-11:00 Break 

11:00-12:00 Case/Panel Discussion in Hospital 
Setting 
Lori d’Agincourt, PhD; J. Galt Wilson, 
MD, MSc, FCFP; Cheryl Jolliffe, MSW,  
RSW; Paddy Rodney, PhD, RN 

12:00-12:45 Lunch 

13:00-14:00 Social Determinants of Health: 
Contextual Factors around “Risky 
Choices” in the Community 
Shafik Dharamsi, PhD; Colleen 
Varcoe, PhD, RN 

14:00-15:00 Clinical and Ethical Challenges in 
Competency Assessment 
Martha Donnelly, MD, CCFP, FRCPC; 
Anita Ho, PhD 

15:00-15:15 Break 

15:15-16:15 Case Discussion with Panel 
A.J. Burak, MD, CCFP, FCFP; Anita 
Ho, PhD; Suja Srikameswaran, PhD, 
R. Psych; Chris Bernard, MDiv. 

16:15-16:30 Closing Remarks 

 
SPEAKERS 
Chris Bernard, MDiv, Pastoral Care, Mount St. 
Joseph Hospital, Providence Health Care (PHC) 

A.J. Burak, MD, CCFP, FCFP, Deputy Registrar, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of British 
Columbia 
 
Lori d’Agincourt-Canning, MSc, MA, PhD, Ethicist & 
Director, Clinical Ethics Service, BC Children’s and 
Women’s Health Centre 

Shafik Dharamsi, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Faculty of Medicine, Department of Family Practice; 
Associate Director, Center for International Health, 
University of British Columbia (UBC) 

Martha Donnelly, MD, CCFP, FRCPC, Department 
of Family Practice & Department of Psychiatry, 
UBC 
 
Anita Ho, PhD, Ethicist & Director, Ethics Services, 
PHC; Assistant Professor, Centre for Applied 
Ethics, UBC 

Cheryl Jolliffe, MSW, RSW, Professional Practice 
Leader, Social Work, PHC 

Annemarie Kaan, MCN, RN, Clinical Nurse 
Specialist, Heart Failure & Heart Transplantation, 
Acute and Chronic Heart Failure Program, St. 
Paul’s Hospital, PHC 
 
Patricia Rodney, PhD, RN, Associate Professor, 
University of British Columbia School of Nursing; 
President, Canadian Bioethics Society 

Suja Srikameswaran, PhD, R. Psych, Professional 
Practice Leader, Psychology, PHC; Clinical 
Associate Professor, Department of Psychiatry, 
UBC 
 
David Unger, MD, CCFP(C), FCFP, Dip. Sports 
Medicine; Clinical Associate, Centre for Excellence 
for HIV/AIDs, St. Paul’s Hospital; Ethicist, PHC 

Colleen Varcoe, PhD, RN, Associate Professor, 
University of British Columbia School of Nursing 
 

J. Galt Wilson, MD, MSc, FCFP, Deputy Registrar, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of British 
Columbia 

 

 



 

www.providencehealthcare.org/ethics_services/ 

 

 

 

 
 

SUGGESTED AUDIENCE 
Physicians, Nurses, Allied health professionals, 
Administrators, Pastoral care professionals, 
Ethics committee members 
 
REGISTRATION FORM 

Registration  $100 (includes Breakfast & Lunch) 
Free for PHC Staff/Physicians 

Name:_____________________________ 

Address:___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Phone:    Email: 
__________________________________ 

Method of Payment: 

 Cheque (payable to Providence Health Care) 

 Visa    Mastercard 

 Amex 
__________________________________ 
Credit Card#   Exp. Date 
__________________________________ 
Signature 

Cancellations received on or before 12 April will 
be refunded the full registration fee less a $25.00 
administration fee. No cancellation refund will be 
provided after 12 April. 

Complete this form and return it to PHC Ethics 
Services: 

By FAX: 604-806-9071 

By MAIL: Ethics Services 
  c/o St. Paul’s Hospital 
  1081 Burrard St.reet 
  Vancouver, BC V6Z 1Y6 
By EMAIL:jmonthatawil@providencehealth.bc.ca 
Questions: Call June at 604-806-9952 
 

ACCREDITATION 
As an organization accredited to sponsor continuing 
medical education for physicians by the Committee on 
Accreditation of Canadian Medical Schools (CACMS), 
the UBC Division of Continuing Professional 
Development designates this educational program as 
meeting the accreditation criteria of the College of 
Family Physicians of Canada for up to 5.5 Mainpro-
M1 credits. This program is an Accredited Group 
Learning Activity (Section 1) as defined by the 
Maintenance of Certification program of the Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.  This 
program has been reviewed and approved by UBC 
Division of Continuing Professional Development. 
Each physician should claim only those credits he/she 
actually spent in the activity. 
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